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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SY, US 

SUBJECT: ASAD-CARTER MEETING 

REF: STATE 69122, STATE 77175 

1 . AT END OF OUR APRIL 10 MEETING DURING WHICH I HAD 
PRESENTED PRESIDENT’S LETTER AND SECRETARY'S MESSAGE 
(REFTELS) ASAD ASKED THAT I TRANSMIT HIS WARM REGARDS TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND SECRETARY VANCE AND SAY HOW MUCH HE 
APPRECIATED THE EXTENT TO WHICH THEY HAD GONE TO KEEP 

IN TOUCH WITH HIM. HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING 
PRESIDENT CARTER IN GENEVA AND WAS CONVINCED THAT THE 
MEETING WOULD BE USEFUL AND IMPORTANT IN DEALING BOTH 
WITH MIDDLE EAST QUESTIONS AND WITH OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONS IN GENERAL. "THE MEETING ITSELF WILL REFLECT 
THE BENEFICIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN SYRIA AND THE U.S." 

2. ASAD CONTINUED. HE WAS PLEASED WITH THE ''VITALITY" 

WHICH HE SAW IN THE WORK OF CARTER, VANCE AND THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION GENERALLY. HALF JOKINGLY, HE NOTED THAT 
SADAT DID NOT SHARE HIS INTEREST IN HAVING ISSUES STATED 
TOO CLEARLY IN PUBLIC. "OF COURSE, IT IS NOT ALWAYS POSSIBLE 
TO SPELL OUT EVERYTHING IN PUBLIC BUT THE MORE CONTACTS 
THAT ARE MADE, THE GREATER THE CLARITY WHICH CAN BE BROUGHT 
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TO BEAR ON THE HARD ISSUES. NO ONE SHOULD WORK IN THE DARK; 

IF HE DOES THERE WILL BE ERRORS AND RISKS." 

3. COMMENT: 

FROM SO NORMALLY RESTRAINED A COMMENTATOR AS ASAD, THIS 
IS UNUSUAL ELOQUENCE. 
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